HB 2939-S3. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that: (1) Wshington's dependence on energy
supplied from outside the state and volatile global energy
markets mnmakes its econony and citizens vulnerable to
unpredi ctabl e and high energy prices;

(2) MWashington's dependence on petroleumbased fuels
i ncreases energy costs for citizens and busi nesses;

(3) Diesel soot fromdiesel engines ranks as the highest
toxic air pollutant in Washington, |eading to hundreds of
premature deaths and increasing rates of asthma and ot her |ung
di seases;

(4) The use of biodiesel results in significantly |ess
air pollution than traditional diesel fuels;

(5) Inproper disposal and treatnent of organic waste from
farms and |ivestock operations can have a significant negative
i npact on water quality;

(6) Washington has abundant supplies of organic wastes
fromfarnms that can be used for energy production and abundant
farm and where crops could be grown to suppl enment or suppl ant
petrol eum based fuels;

(7) The use of energy and fuel derived fromthese sources
can help citizens and busi nesses conserve energy and reduce
the use of petrol eum based fuels, would inprove air and water
quality in Washington, reduce environnental risks from farm
wastes, create new markets for farm products, and provi de new
i ndustries and jobs for Washington citizens;

(8) The bioenergy industry is a new and devel oping
industry that is, in part, limted by the availability of
capital for the construction of facilities for converting farm
and forest products into energy and fuels;

(9) Instead of |eaving our econony at the nercy of gl oba
events, and the policies of foreign nations, Washington state
shoul d adopt a policy of energy independence; and

(10) The energy freedom program is neant to |[ead
Washi ngton state towards energy i ndependence.

Finds that it is in the public interest to encourage the
rapid adoption and use of bioenergy, to develop a viable
bi oenergy industry within Washington state, to pronote public
research and devel opnent in bi oenergy sources and nmarkets, and
to support a viable agriculture industry to grow bioenergy
crops. To acconplish this, the energy freedom program is
established to pronpote public research and devel opnent in
bi oenergy, and to stinulate the construction of facilities in
Washi ngton to generate energy from farm sources or convert
organic matter into fuels.

Requires the director to report to the legislature and
governor on the status of the energy freedom program created



under this act, on or before Decenber 1, 2006, and annually
thereafter. This report mnust include information on the
projects that have been funded, the status of these projects,
and their environnental, energy savings, and job creation
benefits.



